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Hickok Cole is known for its architecture, but its annual Art Night is helping build
the local arts community.

By Michael Clements

At lover and artists mix in the offices of Hickok Cole. (Photo by Hoachlander Davis Photography)

Each year, awarding winning architectural firm Hickok Cole Architects opens its doors to
allow local artists and art patrons to turn its office into one of the area’s best
contemporary galleries (for one night at least). This year saw over 50 local artists
showecasing their work. Judging by the amount of pink *“sold” dots around, the quality of
the art was high. “It’s probably one of their biggest fundraisers of the year for the
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Washington Project for the Arts,” (WPA) said enthusiastic Hickok Cole Architects senior
marketing manager Jennifer Oh over the loud buzz of cocktail conversation. The night
generated more than $60,000 in artwork sales, with post event sales expected to reach
$90,000.

“We love raising money each year for the Washington Project for the Arts,” said local
PR maven and consultant to Hickok Cole, Marilynn Deane Mendell. “This year has been
the hardest of all and I have been thrilled with how many people attended the event and
gave with such great enthusiasm.”

Art Night’s curator, Brooke Seidelmann, selected works created by local, contemporary
artists working in a variety of mediums. Another PR maven in the mix, Jennifer Motruk
Loy, commenting on the works said, “I think there’s something for everyone here in the
contemporary vein — there’s sculpture, there’s photography, there’s painting. It’s
exciting.”

This year’s featured artists included Heidi Fowler, Laurel Lukazsewski, Hadieh
Shafie, Noelle Tan, Colin Witnerbottom, and many others. In addition, Hickok Cole
Architects’ employees and their friends and family members go through a juried process
to be included in the show. This year 23 artists from this pool exhibited work. All artists
receive 50% of the sale price, with the other 50% donated to the WPA, sending 100% of
the proceeds back into the Washington D.C. art community.

Each year Hickok Cole Architects teams with WPA to put on a juried art show with
proceeds going to further WPA’s mission of providing essential resources to support the
creative spirit and success of regional artists. Specifically, WPA uses Art Night proceeds
to produce exhibitions, hold panels and workshops for artists, and support the ArtFile
Online, a web-based registry of member artist portfolios used by artists, art advisers, art
buyers, curators, critics and educators.

Hickok Cole principals, Michael Hickok, AlA and Yolanda Cole, AIA, IIDA- LEED
AP (Art Angels themselves) commit each year to purchase a new piece of art for the firm
at Art Night. Employees vote on their favorites, and at 8:30 pm the piece with the most
votes wins. Over the years, the firm has gained a sizable art collection chosen entirely by
staff — reinforcing the firm’s best place to work mentality. Washington Life magazine was
an Art Angel / sponsor this year.

On a personal aside, Hickok Cole Architects approved a piece of my artwork to be in the
show a few years ago. | missed the deadline (again) this year. But after seeing the quality
of the work on display, I’m a bit intimidated to show again! I’ll have to muster up some
courage (and better work for next year). After perusing the three floors of great art, it was
time to run off to another event. As | said my goodbyes, 1 left thinking that the arts
community Hickok Cole is helping to cement in Washington, has to be right up there
with some of their best designed buildings.
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Hickok Cole Principals Michael Hickok and Yolanda Cole. (Photo by Hoachlander Davis Photography)

David Bell and Anice Hoachlander. (Photo by Hoachlander Davis Photography)
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Artist Diana Adams. (Photo by Hoachlander Davis Photography)
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