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AUGMENTED REALITY,
HOW IT WORKS

Here’s how to make Robert Downey Jr. pop to life on our cover
and make other things in this issue start talking and moving,
Thatbox Mr. Downey is sitting on is also a coded marker.
You’'ll find them on other pages in this issue, too. We'll explain
more below, but here’s all you need to do to get started:

“u
1.

Make sure your computer is equipped with a working webcam.

2.

Head over to esquire.com/AR and download the software.
The download should take only about five minutes.

3.

Once the download is complete, double click on thefile.
(PC users will have a file ending in .zip, Mac users will see a.dmgfile.)

4.

Double click on the new file that appears on your desktop.

5‘

Hold the marker on the cover of the magazine in front of your webcam
and follow the prompts.

" "

You’ll see something pretty amazing unfold on the | Group, an advanced digital-services and design firm
screen of your computer. But Robert Downey Jr. will | that is helping to pioneer the use of augmented real-
tell you more, including how you can control what | ity, and Psyop, an award-winning animation studio
you're seeing and what he’s doing. (and one of our 2009 Best and Brightest honorees,
There are four other augmented-reality markers | page146)thatcreated original 3-D animations for the
located in thisissue (plus another one on an advertise- | issue’s AR sections.
ment), and all of them trigger experiences you’ve nev- Integrating that technology into a magazine hasnev-
er had in a magazine before. Technically, “augmented | er been done so extensively before. “We wanted to
reality” refers to atechnology thatlayers variouskinds | know,whatcan we do with the magazine and the com-
of data—pictures, sounds, words, drawings—over live | puter that’s really magical, where the two things come
video. With our special software runningonyourcom- | together andit’s greater than both of those parts2” ex-
puter, you'll be able to hold each page bearing an AR | plains Benjamin Palmer of the Barbarian Group. “What
markerup toyourwebcam and see the additional digital | we’re trying to do is create something that isn’t just
content added in real time to the video on yourscreen. | about showing off the technology, but actually adds
The effects you see were created by two very sophis- | value to the story.”
ticated digital-technology companies: the Barbarian Go to esquire.com/AR to get started.
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