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All this is taking place in a city that was once a prime contributor
to global warming.

At the height of the steel industry,
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"I remember during the 1959 Joseph Sabino Mistick

strike - I was 10 years old at the time - and I walked onto the
porch one day and I started shouting for my grandmother to
come," he said. "When she got there she said 'what is wrong?' I
said 'the sky is blue.' She said 'remember one thing, Josie, if
there is no smoke in the sky, there is no bread on our table."

His family worked at the Edgar Thomson steel mill. It is still in
operation, though in a scaled down fashion - a part of the
region's past that survives.

Travel down the highway from the plant and you run into the
future.

John Bucher is the president of Solar Power Industries - a
company that produces silicon ingots and solar panels.

"There is a $100 million invested in this factory," he said. "And it
is producing high-tech, high-volume solar cells."

Solar power is a growth industry in southwestern Pennsylvania.
Bucker says the region in going green.

"In the old days they would say you could not even see in front
of you or if you had a white shirt you would have to change it by
the time you got to the office," he said. "Nowadays, it is very
clean and I think the new technologies, the renewables and the
new types of technology are what are driving the business here,
keeping it alive."

The director of Phipps Conservatory says he hopes the G20
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leaders are impressed with Pittsburgh's commitment to the
environment and energy conservation.

"I would like them to be inspired to see that this can be done, we
can live more 'sustainably' on this planet," said Piancentini.

It is a message that would have seemed out of place in the
Pittsburgh of the past, but is right at home today.
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